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Natural Constraints with Proposed Figure Ground

Envisioning Sustainable 
Northampton (ESN) respects n
natural constraints of the land
as design boundaries.   The 
relationship between these
boundaries and the proposed figure
ground is depicted here.
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Sector Map (Design Strategy)

Illustrated here is the over-arching
design strategy of ESN.

Each sector is defined by and includes 

the following:

Sending (No Growth)

Medium Slopes
 Woodlands
 Flood Plain
 Open Space to be Acquired
 Corridors to be Acquired
 Buffers to be Acquired
 Legacy Woodland
 Legacy Farmland
 Legacy Viewshed
 Surface Waterbodies
 Protected Wetlands
 Protected Habitat
 Riparian Corridors
 Conservation Easements
 Land Trust
 Transport Corridors
 Open Space
 Selected Residential Subdivisions

Receiving (Concentrated Growth)

Proximity to Major Thoroughfares
 Proximity to Major Transit
 Already Developed Areas

Infill Growth

Already Developed Areas
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Design Intention 

(Florence):

Enhance the distinct character of 
Florence’s historic center through 
mixed-use infi ll development; to create 
a new neighborhood center serving the 
southern portion of Florence; and to 
integrate affordable housing into the 
neighborhood  centers.

Design Intention 

(Bay State):

Densify two blocks of Bay State’s 
historic center through infi ll on selected 
sites.

Design Intention 

(Leeds):

Expand the number of residences, 
commercial activities, and public parks 
in and adjacent to the existing village to  
make Leeds a more viable mixed-use 
neighborhood. 

These proposals include design 
strategies descriped on the opposite 
page.
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Leeds

Create Compact Walkable Neighborhood

Create connective street network between Route 9 and Florence Street to • 
accommodate expanded residential neighborhood.

Promote modest mixed-use infi ll near intersection of Audubon Rd., Reservoir • 
Rd., River Rd. and Mulberry St. to create a more identifi able village center.

Florence

Enhance the existing Sense of Place

Provide two- to three-story mixed-use infi ll development, especially along the • 
south side of Main Street. 

Provide affordable housing, such as ‘tuck-under’ rowhouses, along a new • 
street network within the large block on the south side of Main Street.

Incorporate a prominent civic building at the western end of Main street, on • 
the former site of the historic Cosmian Hall.

New neighborhood Center

Repair the street network to the north of the Mill River, creating a new • 
neighborhood centered on a public square.

Incorporate affordable housing types as an alternative to Florence Heights. • 

Bay State

Enhance the Center

Provide small-scale residential infi ll (including affordable units) around • 
existing mill buildings to increase spatial defi nition and create a distinct sense 
of place.

Allow modestly expanded space for grocery/general store to serve • 
neighborhood.

Main Street Florence: Existing

Main Street Florence: Proposed




