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“Sustainability has been defined as meeting the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of the future generations 
to meet their own needs.” -Former Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland.   

In 2008, the city of Northampton adopted a plan called 
Sustainable Northampton. The city is now discussing changes to 
rules and regulations that would start to move the city in this 
direction, making it easier for people to live and work in existing 
neighborhoods like Bay State Village. 

The Visioning Committee was formed to find out what people who 
live here want our neighborhood to be like in the future. 





Sustainability	
  and	
  Bay	
  State	
  
Village	
  







Please	
  rate	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  keeping	
  or	
  including	
  the	
  following	
  
in	
  Bay	
  State	
  Village	
  



Zoning	
  in	
  Bay	
  State	
  Village	
  



Current	
  Zoning	
  Requirements	
  



How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  following	
  zoning	
  and	
  housing	
  issues?	
  





Please	
  rank	
  the	
  following	
  methods	
  of	
  increasing	
  density	
  in	
  our	
  
neighborhood.	
  



How	
  important	
  to	
  you	
  is	
  preserving	
  exisEng	
  commercial/
industrial	
  spaces?	
  



Do	
  you	
  believe	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  include	
  the	
  following	
  
commercial	
  uses	
  in	
  Bay	
  State	
  Village?	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
   70	
  

Retail	
  (essenEals,	
  i.e.	
  grocery,	
  hardware,	
  
etc.	
  

Studio	
  space	
  

Community	
  meeEng	
  space	
  

AdministaEve	
  office	
  space	
  

Restaurants	
  and	
  Cafes	
  

Manufacturing	
  

Home	
  businesses	
  

N/A	
  

Disagree	
  

Neutral	
  

Agree	
  



What	
  uses	
  would	
  you	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  allowed	
  in	
  former	
  mill	
  buildings	
  
(The	
  Cutlery,	
  the	
  Wire	
  Factory,	
  Yankee	
  Hill)?	
  	
  

0	
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60	
  



What	
  uses	
  would	
  you	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  allowed	
  in	
  current	
  and	
  former	
  
shops/stores	
  (Smi[y’s,	
  the	
  old	
  Office,	
  etc.)	
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60	
  

70	
  

80	
  

90	
  

Office	
  Space	
  Retail	
  space	
   Studio	
  
space	
  

ResidenEal	
  
space	
  

Mixed-­‐use	
  
residenEal	
  

Laundromat	
  



What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  dangerous	
  intersecEon	
  in	
  Bay	
  State	
  Village?	
  

0	
  
5	
  
10	
  
15	
  
20	
  
25	
  

Riverside	
  
Drive	
  at	
  
Smi[y's	
  

Riverside	
  
Drive	
  at	
  

Federal	
  St.	
  

Riverside	
  
at	
  Rick's	
  

Federal	
  
and	
  South	
  

Main	
  
Streets	
  

Hinckley	
  
Street	
  and	
  
Nonotuck	
  



I	
  believe	
  the	
  following	
  would	
  benefit	
  Bay	
  State	
  Village:	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
   70	
  

Public	
  TransportaEon	
  (i.e.	
  bus)	
  

Bike	
  Lanes	
  

Sidewalks	
  

AddiEonal	
  traffic	
  calming	
  and	
  
speed	
  control	
  methods	
  

On-­‐street	
  parking	
  

Off-­‐street	
  parking	
  

N/A	
  

Disagree	
  

Neutral	
  

Agree	
  



I	
  believe	
  Riverside	
  Drive	
  should	
  be:	
  

0	
  

5	
  

10	
  

15	
  

20	
  

25	
  

30	
  

Be	
  widened	
   Be	
  narrowed	
   Have	
  more	
  stop	
  
signs	
  

Not	
  changed	
  



I	
  believe	
  the	
  Clement	
  Street	
  bridge	
  should	
  be: 	
  	
  

0	
  

10	
  

20	
  

30	
  

40	
  

50	
  

60	
  

Be	
  widened	
   Remain	
  the	
  same	
   Become	
  a	
  bike/
pedestrian	
  only	
  bridge	
  



What	
  is	
  your	
  primary	
  mode	
  of	
  transportaEon	
  for	
  the	
  following	
  
acEviEes?	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
   70	
  

Pick	
  up	
  convenience	
  items	
  

Go	
  to	
  the	
  grocery	
  

Go	
  to	
  Work	
  

Go	
  to	
  school	
  or	
  take	
  kids	
  to	
  school	
  

Go	
  to	
  church/synagogue/temple	
  

Go	
  out	
  for	
  dinner	
  or	
  lunch	
  

Go	
  out	
  for	
  a	
  treat	
  

Shop	
  for	
  clothing	
  

Go	
  to	
  hardware	
  store	
  

Tend	
  to	
  plants	
  in	
  Community	
  Garden	
  

Go	
  for	
  exercise	
  

Enjoy	
  Nature	
  

Go	
  to	
  community	
  events	
  

N/A	
  

Take	
  Bus	
  

Walk	
  

Bike	
  

Drive	
  



How	
  many	
  trip	
  do	
  you	
  take	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  neighborhood	
  a	
  day	
  on	
  
average?	
  

0	
  

5	
  

10	
  

15	
  

20	
  

25	
  

30	
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0-­‐1	
   1-­‐2	
   3-­‐4	
   5	
  or	
  more	
  



Can	
  you	
  safely	
  walk	
  to	
  a	
  park	
  or	
  playground	
  from	
  your	
  home?	
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Yes	
   No	
  



What	
  playgrounds	
  and	
  parks	
  do	
  you	
  
use?	
  

0	
  

10	
  

20	
  

30	
  

40	
  

50	
  

60	
  

Childs	
  Park	
   Feiker	
  School	
   High	
  School	
   Maines	
  Field	
   Mill	
  River	
  

Playgrounds	
  and	
  Parks	
  



How	
  important	
  to	
  you	
  is	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  following?	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
   70	
  

Protected	
  wildlife	
  areas	
  and	
  
green	
  space	
  

Natural	
  sejngs	
  (river	
  access)	
  

AthleEc	
  fields	
  

Community	
  Garden	
  

Dog	
  Walking	
  

N/A	
  

Not	
  Important	
  

Important	
  

Very	
  Important	
  



Please	
  rank	
  the	
  following	
  characterisEcs	
  of	
  the	
  neighborhood:	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
   70	
  

Natural	
  environment	
  and	
  river	
  

Neighborhood	
  character	
  

History	
  of	
  neighborhood	
  

Parks	
  and	
  open	
  space	
  

Infrastructure	
  of	
  neighborhood	
  
(sidewalks,	
  curbs,	
  signs	
  and	
  

lighitng)	
  

Mix	
  of	
  residenEal	
  and	
  commercial	
  

Not	
  Important	
  

Important	
  

Very	
  Important	
  



How	
  important	
  are	
  the	
  following	
  aspects	
  of	
  living	
  in	
  Bay	
  State	
  
Village?	
  

0	
   10	
   20	
   30	
   40	
   50	
   60	
  

Keeping	
  home	
  prices	
  affordable	
  	
  

Increasing	
  number	
  of	
  affordable	
  
homes	
  

Having	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  housing	
  value,	
  
low	
  to	
  high	
  

Maintaining	
  current	
  density	
  

Maintaining	
  current	
  lot	
  sizes	
  

Keeping	
  open	
  spaces	
  

Not	
  Important	
  

Important	
  

Very	
  Important	
  



What	
  is	
  your	
  age?	
  

0	
  

2	
  

4	
  

6	
  

8	
  

10	
  

12	
  

14	
  

16	
  

18	
  

20	
  

18-­‐21	
   31-­‐40	
   41-­‐50	
   51-­‐60	
   61-­‐70	
   71-­‐80	
   81+	
  



How	
  many	
  people	
  in	
  each	
  age	
  group	
  are	
  in	
  your	
  home?	
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5	
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15	
  

20	
  

25	
  

30	
  

35	
  

<1-­‐3	
   "4-­‐8"	
   "9-­‐12"	
   "13-­‐17"	
   "18-­‐22"	
   "23-­‐29"	
   "30-­‐40"	
   "41-­‐50"	
   "51-­‐60"	
   "61-­‐70"	
   "71-­‐80"	
   81+	
  



What	
  is	
  your	
  living	
  situaEon?	
  

0	
  

10	
  

20	
  

30	
  

40	
  

50	
  

60	
  

70	
  

I	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  house/
condo	
  I	
  own	
  

I	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  house/
condo	
  I	
  rent	
  

I	
  live	
  in	
  an	
  
apartment	
  I	
  rent	
  

I	
  neither	
  rent	
  nor	
  
own	
  



Themes	
  
•  Sustainability	
  
•  Nature	
  and	
  Open	
  spaces,	
  access	
  and	
  protect	
  Mill	
  River	
  
•  Maintaining	
  current	
  lot	
  sizes	
  

•  Encouraging	
  mulE-­‐family	
  homes,	
  but	
  on	
  exisEng	
  footprints	
  
•  Allow	
  people	
  to	
  work	
  from	
  home	
  

•  Encourage	
  commercial	
  spaces,	
  but	
  limit	
  manufacturing	
  

•  Bring	
  back	
  a	
  grocery/convenience	
  store	
  to	
  Smi[y’s	
  
•  Improve	
  sidewalks	
  and	
  streets	
  

•  Traffic	
  calming	
  especially	
  on	
  Riverside	
  Drive	
  
•  Encourage	
  bike	
  lanes	
  and	
  public	
  transportaEon	
  
•  Playgrounds	
  


